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Portland, Oregon: “Geothermal energy is ‘back on the radar screen’ as a viable energy
source,” says Dr. Vicki McConnell, Acting State Geologist for the Oregon Department of
Geology and Mineral Industries (DOGAMI). “To help raise awareness of geothermal energy
in our state, the latest issue of Oregon Geology provides a compilation of nearly fifty reports
that DOGAMI and others have prepared documenting Oregon's geothermal potential.”  

McConnell continues, “Oregon has the desirable distinction of being a state where geothermal
resources are available in many areas. These resources are suitable for many different types of
uses and in fact are being used in several locations for small applications across the state.
Because we have 40 years worth of geothermal studies in Oregon, DOGAMI is ready to act
quickly when the opportunity arises.”

A new Bush Administration geothermal policy directs the Secretaries of Interior and Energy
to consider opening added national forest and other federal land to use of renewable energy
such as geothermal, solar and wind. It also urges faster approval of geothermal lease applica-
tions for public lands. 

About 80 applications for geothermal leases are pending on national forests in Oregon,
according to the U.S. Bureau of Land Management, which manages federal energy reserves.
The bureau's budget for handling applications has doubled, and officials expect to double the
number of geothermal drilling permits that they approve by fiscal 2004. 

A report released by the U.S. Interior Department identifies seven sites in Oregon as among
the 35 “highest potential” geothermal regions in the country.

The sites include Newberry Crater near Bend -- the location of past geothermal exploration -
- and the Klamath Falls, Lakeview, Crump Lake, Summer Lake, Malheur River and Vale areas
of southern and eastern Oregon. 
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POTENTIAL IN SPOTLIGHT

As the Bush administration gears up for new initiatives to speed
geothermal energy development in Western states, the Oregon
Department of Geology and Mineral Industries has chronicled over 40
years of geothermal studies in Oregon Geology magazine.
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